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and the blanket being drawn off a Turcoman woman was
revealed. The Sultan, suspecting she, had come to murder
him, ordered her to be taken out. They then found that the
woman was wearing a coat of mail under her clothes, and was
carrying a large dagger, The imported Memlooks, seeing this,
struck at her with their swords. They felt sure she had meant
to murder the Sultan. After she had been killed the Sultan
ordered her to be suspended on the Bab al-Nasr.

Then the Sultan sent two heads by the Vali's Dawadar;
one was thought to be that of Ibrahim al-Samarkandi, and
the other that of one of Ibn 'Othman's Amirs. Both were
fastened up over a shop by the Zawllah-gate.

One of the Arabs had plotted against Ibrahim Samarkandi;
he had entertained him, and Samarkandi spent the night with
him; he had come with Ibn 'Othman's forces. During the
night the Bedouin cut his head off, and at daybreak took it
to the Sultan, Tuman Bai, and asked him what he would give
to the person who would bring him Ibrahim Samarkand?s
head. The Sultan said: "A thousand dinars." He then
produced the head from under his cloak, saying, " Here it
is." After having this verified, the Sultan paid him the
thousand dinars.

Ibrahim Samarkandi came originally from al-Medlnah.
He travelled from Persia to Turkey, and was acquainted with
the Turkish language. He went into Egypt and became
one of the Sultan's al-Ghuri' personal friends. On the latter's
defeat he joined Sellm Shah Ibn 'Othman, and became one
of his suite. It was said that it was he who suggested to Ibn
'Othman that he should enter Egypt and take possession of it*
[96] and exterminate the Circassians. Samarkandi was a great
tyrant, and had he lived to see Ibn 'Othman in possession of
Egypt the people would never have received any good from
him, and he himself brought all sorts of charges against the
dignitaries of Egypt. But Allah gave the people relief from
his evil ways.

On Wednesday, the 28th, news arrived that Ibn 'Othman's